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the 1,200 left wounded on the ground, for whom General
Dyer did not consider it his "job" to take the slightest thought:
it is unnecessary to dilate at this hour. An Official Report (of
the Hunter Committee) contains the facts, though by no means
all of them; but they suffice.1 Alas! this deliberate massacre
does not stand alone. Two days later, martial law was declared
throughout the Punjab and General Dyer under it issued
that monstrous "crawling order/' whereby innocent men and
women were made to crawl through a lane of Amritsar, where
others had spilt the blood of Englishmen. Well might Mr.
Gandhi say that before this procedure the Jallianwalla Bagh
tragedy pales in his eyes into insignificance. And even this
order was not a single incident. "What of the many other
orders?" asks Sir Valentine ChiroL "What of the promiscuous
floggings and whippings, the indiscriminate arrests and con-
fiscations, the so-called 'fancy punishments,' designed not so
much to punish individual 'rebels' as to terrorize and hu-
miliate ?"*

Versailles and Jallianwalla Bagh: thus can be summed up
India's history during the first hah0 of 1919. Versailles and
Jallianwalla Bagh: thus both Montagu and the Bureaucracy
each in their own way, created an "atmosphere" for the Mon-
tagu-Chelmsford Reforms. . . .

1 Chirol (India Old arid New, p. 177), who certainly cannot be charged
with anti-British bias, gives a most graphic account of this terrible
business, all the more telling, because restrained.
3 A Congress Committee, consisting of Messrs. Gandhi (who drew
it up), Motflal Nehru, C. R. Das, Abbas Tyabji, and M. R. Jayakar,
under the chairmanship of Pandit M. M. Malaviya, issued in 1919 an
unofficial report, which I have not quoted at all, though, as Mr.
Gandhi says (My Experiments with Truiht I, p. 528), "not a single
statement in it has ever been disproved."